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In the absence of any agreement to the contrary, each of the joint owners of a patent may make, use, offer to sell, or sell the
patented invention within the United States, or import the patented invention into the United States, without the consent of and
without accounting to the other owners. (Amended Dec. 8, 1994, Public Law 103-465, sec. 533(b)(3), 108 Stat. 4989.)

2135 F.3d 1456 (Fed. Cir. 1998)
* Case No. 2013-1241, 2014 WL 2535257 (Fed. Cir. June 6, 2014)

4 Rull 19. Required Joinder of Parties

(1) Required Party. A person who is subject to service of process and whose joinder will not deprive the court of
subject-matter jurisdiction must be joined as a party if:
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(A) in that person's absence, the court cannot accord complete relief among existing parties; or

(B) that person claims an interest relating to the subject of the action and is so situated that disposing of the action
in the person's absence may:

(i) as a practical matter impair or impede the person's ability to protect the interest; or

(i) leave an existing party subject to a substantial risk of incurring double, multiple, or otherwise inconsistent
obligations because of the interest.

(2) Joinder by Court Order. If a person has not been joined as required, the court must order that the person be
made a party. A person who refuses to join as a plaintiff may be made either a defendant or, in a proper case, an
involuntary plaintiff.

(3) Venue. If a joined party objects to venue and the joinder would make venue improper, the court must dismiss
that party.
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> “...(3) Subject to the provisions of sections 8 and 12 above and section 37 below and to any agreement for the
time being in force, where two or more persons are proprietors of a patent one of them shall not without the
consent of the other or others grant a license under the patent or assign or mortgage a share of the patent or in
Scotland cause or permit security to be granted over it...”

® ... (2)One of two or more joint proprietors of a patent may without the concurrence of the others bring
proceedings in respect of an act alleged to infringe the patent, but shall not do so unless the others are made
parties to the proceedings; but any of the others made a defendant or defender shall not be liable for any costs or
expenses unless he enters an appearance and takes part in the proceedings.
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7 ... If two or more persons have jointly made an invention, the right to a patent shall belong to them jointly...
8 . . .
(1)Each part owner may at any time demand cancellation of the co-ownership....
° German Supreme Court ( Bondesgeritchshof{BGH} 22 March 2005{ X ZR 152/03}, BGHZ 162, 342 (=GRUR 2005,

663) Gummielastische Masse II.
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1% Article 73 (1) Where a patent right is jointly owned, no joint owner may assign or establish a right of pledge
on the said joint owner's own share without the consent of all the other joint owners.

(2) Where a patent right is jointly owned, unless otherwise agreed upon by contract, each of the joint owners of
the patent right may work the patented invention without the consent of the other joint owners.

" Article 252 Matters regarding the management of property in co-ownership shall be determined by a majority
of the value of the shares of the co-owners, except for cases provided for in the preceding paragraph; provided,
however, that any co-owner may carry out acts of preservation.
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